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date: 16 April 2021 

Dear Stakeholder                                                           
 

UK Community Renewal Fund 

 

Cheshire West and Chester Council (CW&C) are looking to work with partner organisations to 

find new and innovative ways to respond to local challenges, supporting business to thrive and 

developing the skills and employment prospects of our residents.   

 

COVID 19 has hit the local economy hard and we need to ensure that together we build back 

stronger than before, raising our productivity levels and tackling local levels of disadvantage. 

 

In response to COVID 19, the Government has released an additional £220 million to support 

local recovery. The UK Community Renewal Fund will be used to develop projects which in turn 

will influence the shape of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (replacing European Structural 

Funding) in the future.  The Community Renewal Fund will be: 

• 90% revenue and 10% capital funding 

• Used to pilot new approaches and ideas 

• Allocated via a competitive process with no pre-set eligibility criteria 

• Used to support projects which contribute to environmental targets 

• Looking to support projects that will be able to deliver by 31 March 2022. 

The Community Renewal Fund has four investment priorities: 

1. Investment in skills – supporting activities distinct from existing funding streams and used 
to address work-based training needs (on-the-job), retraining, upskilling and re-skilling the 
workforce.  This can include development of digital or green skills 

2. Investment for local business - developing innovation and creating entrepreneurial 
ventures, especially in underrepresented rural areas 



 

 

 

 

3. Investment in communities and place - establishing feasibility studies for NetZero/ local 
energy projects, culture-led regeneration, improving green spaces and preserving local 
assets projects.  This theme also includes improving rural connectivity and exploring ways 
to attract tourism and retain talent 

 
4. Supporting people into employment - helping individuals to overcome barriers, through 

raising aspirations and developing basic skills.   
 

In response to the announcement of these funds, CW&C is looking for bids from local 

stakeholders that complement policy, deliver on key needs in the borough, support multiple 

residents and/or businesses and be at a monetary value of £500,000 or more.  Each Local 

Authority is able to submit projects up to the value of £3 million1 in total. 

 

Although match funding is not a specific requirement for the Fund, the government encourages 

applicants and lead authorities to maximise the leverage of other funding. This has a number of 

benefits including enhanced alignment with other provision and efficient delivery.  This match/ 

leverage will be given notice when assessing a project’s value for money.  

 

Project bids would need to be submitted to CW&C by Friday 28 May 2021 for appraisal.  These 

will be shortlisted and submitted to Government by noon on 18 June 202.  Government is 

expected to announce successful projects in late July.   All project activity would need to be 

completed by 31 March 2022. 

 

If you are interested in knowing more about this fund, please find enclosed the invitation document 

and/or register on our webinar taking place on Wednesday 21 April 2021, 10:00 – 11:00 am. See 

the following link for more details and how to register: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/uk-

community-renewal-fund-webinar-tickets-150565335973 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
    
Gemma Davies     
    

 
1 Cheshire West and Chester Council is not a prioritised Local Authority Area and therefore success of project 
applications is subject to funding being available.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/uk-community-renewal-fund-webinar-tickets-150565335973
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/uk-community-renewal-fund-webinar-tickets-150565335973

